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WELCOME
Welcome to Villa Vista Language Academy.  We are very excited to have your child join us for a fun-filled year of learning.  At VVLA we provide your child with a unique learning experience that has been specifically created using the concepts of Spanish immersion in a school readiness curriculum for preschoolers and kindergartners and an age appropriate enrichment program for kids 1st through 6th grade. We foster an open environment and welcome parent participation.
MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Villa Vista Language Academy is to build a bilingual learning community that prepares future generations for success by participating meaningfully in our global society.  Children will experience a fun, interactive, multi-sensory environment creating well-rounded students in 3 key areas:
1. Academic Excellence

· Systematic engagement in learning through creative play
· Proficiency in the Spanish language

· Fully develop skills and knowledge in reading, writing, math and science
2. Emotional Intelligence
· Value creativity and lifelong learning

· Reward good choices
· Facilitate the use of solid judgment and problem solving
3. Social Awareness
· Hold high expectations for citizenship based on open communication, teamwork, integrity, caring and responsibility

· Create a climate of cultural respect, and understanding of others

· Engage in community activities
PHILOSOPHY
We believe that becoming proficient in a foreign language during a child’s “window of opportunity” is essential.  
· This window is especially active in the first six years and ends at puberty, or around age 12.  If a second language is introduced during this time, it actually causes more connections to grow in a child's brain, and those connections, in turn, allow for easier additional learning in the second and first languages.  
· Acquiring a language is effortless for a young child. Early exposure allows easy, natural absorption of a second language through play and exploration.

We believe, and research shows, that studying a foreign language will provide your child with overall improvement of academic performance. 
· Statistically, children who study a second language score higher on verbal standardized tests conducted in English, according to the College Entrance Examination Board. 
· Language students also perform better in math and logic skills than children with just one language. 
· There is also some evidence that foreign language students are more creative and better at solving complex problems.

We believe full immersion programs produce the highest degree of second-language proficiency.  Using this method, children learn all their subjects​ in the target language, which is just the vehicle for teaching and is not taught as a separate subject. 
We believe in providing children with a safe, warm, fun learning environment.

We believe in providing the children with knowledgeable, caring staff.
CURRICULUM
VVLA uses a combination of developmental and integrated teaching techniques that address a variety of learning styles by incorporating communication, music, movement, reading and writing (appropriate to grade).  Teaching will be accomplished through both group and individual instruction.
Group activities include: circle time, music, dance, story-time, science, library and snack.  Individual learning opportunities are set-up at a variety of learning centers (manipulatives/math, sensory/science, creative arts, language/reading).

VVLA utilizes a literacy curriculum called Handwriting Without TearsR.  The benefits are:

· Developmentally based

· Inclusive – works for children of all abilities

· Multi-sensory teaching aids and methods

· Easy to teach and fun to learn

· Excellent for both classroom and individual instruction

To learn more about Handwriting Without TearsR go to www.hwtears.com
VVLA relies on visual supports to teach a second language.  Pictures allow each child to:

· Effectively communicate wants, needs and emotions with a high degree of success  
· Use the visual support system as a bridge to proficient communication in Spanish
POLICIES
Discipline

Positive Discipline is used exclusively at VVLA.  It is the role of the staff to model respectful behavior and to expect the same from the children.  The children are offered choices in an affirmative manner rather than negative statements.  Children are rewarded for making good choices and by showing respect for others.  

Negative behavior is dealt with by speaking to the child about the consequences of his actions.  If a child acts out, he will be told that he has a choice to make – continue playing, interacting, etc. or loose the opportunity to engage in the activity.  If he chooses to continue acting out – the consequence of loosing the activity is carried out.  This method teaches the child the concept of self-responsibility and shows them that all actions have consequences.  

Time out will also be employed when necessary.  As a general rule, time out is one minute per year of age.  The child is given the opportunity to come back into the group when she is ready to behave in an acceptable manner.

Non-discrimination

VVLA admits students of any race, color, religion, or national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accorded to or made available to students of the school.  It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, or national and ethnic origin in the administration of its educational policies and admission policies.
Religious 

VVLA is a not affiliated with any religious organization and no particular doctrine is taught.  
Illness/Absence

Parents are requested to inform the teacher when a child is or will be absent for any reason.  In the case of illness, please inform VVLA staff of the nature of the illness, so if necessary, other parents can be notified of any contagion.   

Children with the following symptoms must not be brought to VVLA:

· Rash (unexplained or contagious)

· Nausea/vomiting

· Fever (within the last 24 hours)

· Diarrhea

· Discharge or pink color in eyes

· Sore throat

· Earache or discharge form ears

· Cold or cough when accompanied by any of these above symptoms

A fever reduced by Tylenol or Ibuprofen still warrants keeping the child at home.  A child must be without a fever of 24 hours before returning to school.  

Cleaning/Disinfecting

VVLA will clean and disinfect the common areas, tables, and bathrooms on a daily bases to help prevent the spread of illness.  A rigorous hand washing policy will be enforced for both staff and students.

Medication Policy

Medication must not be brought to VVLA or administered by the staff.

Immunization Policy

An up-to-date immunization record, which meets the state requirements, must be presented upon enrollment.

Dress

Please dress you child for a day of fun and activity which include encounters with paint, markers and other things that may stain clothes.  Comfortable, casual clothing is best.

VVLA has a no shoe policy indoors. Please have socks and or slippers for your child to wear.   Cubbies will be provided at the entrance for shoes.  We will have outdoor playtime, so please dress in clothing that matches the weather conditions.  Please send snow pants, mittens, boots, hat and a warm coat to wear when there is snow.  
Fire Evacuation Plan
A fire evacuation plan will be posted in the facility.  Fire extinguishers will be placed in visible locations and fire-drills will be completed at least 1 time per semester.

PROGRAMS OFFERED
Preschool/Pre-K Program
We offer 2 preschool/Pre-K classes.  The child must be 3 years of age by August 31 and must be toilet-trained.  Please read the full description of our exciting and interactive curriculum on page 2 and 3 of our parent handbook.  Children may attend either 3, 4 or 5 days per week – with priority enrollment given to students attending full-time.

Foreign Language Experience (FLEX)
Our FLEX program is carried out in partnership with local grade schools.  Typically we offer either a before or after school Spanish class that meets at the elementary school 2 times per week.  However each program is designed individually with the principle, parents and VVLA staff.   Please call if you would like more information about starting a FLEX program at your local grade school.
Summer Camps
Our camps are an experience like no other for kids 3 – 12 years old.    The camps are weekly sessions starting in mid June and going through July.  Each session is based on a fun theme and is different from the other.  Topics range from Fried Worms to Flags of the World.   Two camps are offered each week (A.M. session 8:30 - Noon and P.M. session 1:00 – 4:30).  Come for one, or stay for both.   

Registration and enrollment are limited to space availability.  Should a waiting list become necessary, applications will be considered in the order they are received. 

Registration Procedure
Complete and return the following forms:

1. Application/Registration Form

2. Immunization Form

3. Financial Agreement Form

4. Emergency Contacts/Consent for Emergency Care and Treatment Form

5. Child Information Form

6. Approved Pick-up and Drop-off List

Fees and Tuition (Refer to Fee & Tuition Schedule for more details)
Annual Registration/Material Fee 



$ 50

Preschool/Pre-K Tuition




$7 per hour
Second Child Discount




15%
Payment of fees/tuition is due the first day the child is in attendance and thereafter a monthly statement will be issued.  Cancellations require a 30 day notice.

A $15.00 late fee will be charged if tuition is not paid by the 5th of the month.
SCHEDULE
We are open from 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. Monday through Thursday and 9:00 A.M. to 3:30 Fridays.  You can contact us during business hours at (509) 465-4656.
We offer 2 preschool/Pre-K classes - Children may attend either 3, 4 or 5 days per week – with priority enrollment given to students attending full-time.
Morning Program

9:00 to 11:45

Afternoon Program

12:45 to 3:30

Foreign Language Experience (FLEX) K-6th grade
Please call if you would like more information about starting a FLEX program at your local grade school.  We offer both a before and after school program.  Hours vary by school.

Summer Camps
The camps are weekly sessions starting in mid June and going through July.  Two camps are offered each week (A.M. session 8:30 - Noon and P.M. session 1:00 – 4:30).  Come for one, or stay for both.   

Full immersion programs depend on consistent exposure to the language.  At VVLA we believe children need to be speaking, listening, playing and dancing in Spanish 5 days a week for at least 2 hours each day.  Although this schedule seems intense, we assure you it is packed with fun, interactive, multi-sensory activities designed specifically for easy language and academic acquisition.  
School Calendar

We follow the Mead School District calendar.  When the mead school district is closed for vacation and/or holidays, so is VVLA.  We also adhere to the Mead School District’s decisions regarding snow days.  If you have any questions as to school cancellations, tune to a local TV or radio station.  If mead reports no school – VVLA is also closed.  You can also call the school and listen to the recorded message (465-4656).
Pick-up and drop-off
7. Please accompany your child in and out of the building.  Sign your child in on the sign-in sheet at the door.  If anyone other than you picks your child up, they must have written authorization.  This authorization must be recorded on the Approved Pick-up and Drop-off List which is included in the enrollment paperwork.  You can add or delete names on this form at any time by informing staff.

Snacks
Snacks will be provided by VVLA.  If your child has any allergies please inform the staff and note it on the medical form in the enrollment package.

Since peanut allergies are prevalent – NO peanut butter, peanuts or nut products are allowed.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT/COMMUNICATION
Parent Involvement is an integral part of an effective early childhood program. Your interest in the program shows your child that school is important in your lives and that you value his/her accomplishments at school.  Patents will be asked to help from time to time with activities that require help.  Watch for sign-up sheets.

Children will be given weekly vocabulary lists and practical activities that fit into your daily life.  We will work with each parent on pronunciation when needed and encourage you to incorporate it into your daily routine.  For example, instead of saying “thank you”, encourage your child to say “gracias”.

We have an open door policy.  Parents are welcome at anytime!  If a problem or concern arises it is essential that the parent feels comfortable contacting the director and/or teacher. 

Progress Reports

Progress reports will be filled out by the teacher 2 times per year to evaluate your child’s progress.  A monthly newsletter will also be sent home.  The newsletter is a very important communication connection as it informs the parent on class activities, upcoming events, and monthly themes and concepts.  
Villa Vista Language Academy - Parent Handbook 2007-2008
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